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The most recent report of the Hoover Commission Council Urges Continuance 
on Reorganization of the Executive Branch of the of Housing Loan Program 
Government includes the recommendation that the College 
Housing Loan Program be terminated. Action on this report may be taken in two 
ways: (1) by Congressional legislation, or (2) by the submission to Congress 
of a reorganization plan proposed by the President. The Council has learned 
that the agencies of the Executive Branch of the Government involved in various 
Commission recommendations have been requested to submit statements to the 
President within 30 days as a basis for consideration of a reorganization pro- 
posal. In the light of this report, President Adams of the Council has addressed 
letters both to President Eisenhower and to Albert C. Cole, administrator of the 
Housing and Home Finance Agency. 


In his letter to the President, Dr. Adams pointed out that in several ways 
the Hoover Commission report reflects serious misconceptions as to the objectives, 
operation, and need of the program. He noted that the program was not, as 
suggested by the Commission, an emergency measure to help care for the veterans 
of World War II but was an attempt to solve long-range problems following the 
veterans' bulge. He explained also that in more than one way the administration 
of the program has been such as to encourage participation by private investors 
rather than to compete with them. 


He concluded his letter as follows: "In short, the College Housing Loan 
Program does not subsidize educational institutions, does not discourage private 
financing, is operated at no ultimate cost to the taxpayer, is designed to 
meet critical future needs of higher education, and if well administered as 
it is now, will continue to gain momentum as time goes on. The American Council 
on Education, which has supported this program from the beginning, believes 
that its continuance is clearly in the national interest. We further believe 


that a truly objective analysis of the program must inevitably reach the same 
conclusion. 


"Hence we urge your close appraisal of all of the facts about the program 
before making a recommendation to the Congress concerning the College Housing 


Loan Program. We shall be happy to assist in any manner that you may consider 
helpful." 


The following is the central passage in the letter from President Adams 
to Mr. Cole: 


"I am sure it is unnecessary to point out to you the very 
great benefits which American colleges and universities have 
received from this program both directly and indirectly, and the 
fact that increasing enrollments in the future will make the need 
for this program even greater than it is today. Certainly also, 
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you can provide a factual answer from the records of the program 
itself to the fallacious assumption of the Hoover Commission that 
if the program were discontinued, the necessary funds for providing 
college housing facilities would be available at reasonable rates 
and on reasonable terms entirely through private sources." 


The Committee on Relationships of Higher Education to the Federal Govern- 
ment and the Council staff will be alert to any indications of Congressional 
action looking toward termination or curtailment of the progran. 


Debate Continues on The National Reserve Plan, as embodied in H.R. 2967, 
National Reserve Plan was discussed at length at the meeting of the Con- 
mittee on Relationships of Higher Education to the 
Federal Government on March 3 and 4, It was agreed that the Council should be 
represented by oral testimony at an appropriate time and that as the basis for 
this testimony, a new statement of desirable principles and procedures should 
be prepared. The Committee approved the principles and procedures that should 
be included. A draft of such a statement is now in the hands of members of the 
Committee for final review. 


In the meantime, the Subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee 
which has been considering this bill brought out a new version of H.R. 2967, 
which became available on March 21. After further hearings and executive sessions, 
the Subcommittee again revised the measure and approved it on March 28 with a ney 
number, H.R. 5297. The new bill falls short of meeting a number of the important 
recommendations previously made by the Committee on Relationships and the Council's 
Conference on Military Manpower, but does accept one major recommendation in that 
it eliminates compulsory recruitment for the six-months training program. 


There are definite indications that the Subcommittee was influenced by the 
argument that induction of men into the six-months training program could be a 
first step toward Universal Military Training. Another indication of lack of 
enthusiasm in Congress for UMT is the fact that the House Appropriations Committee, 
in reporting to the House H.R. 5240, the Independent Offices Appropriation Bill, J 
struck out a request for funds to continue the National Security Training Commissif 


Surplus Property Bill H.R. 3322 (introduced by Representative McCormack, 
Approved by House Dem. -Mass.) passed the House of Representatives by 
voice vote on Thursday, March 17, 1955. (See 
Bulletin, Vol. III, No. 3.) The bill provides for the amendment of Section 203 
of Federal iroperty and Administrative Service Act of 1949 (PL-152). The primary f 
effect of the bill as amended would be to make clear that surplus property, in- 
cluding that capitalized under the Stock Fund operation of the Department of 
Defense, would be donated for educational and health purposes. It is expected 
that hearings on the counterpart bill in the Senate, S-1004, will be held by the 
Senate Committee on Government Operations in the near future. 


IES Organization Chart At the suggestion of the Commission on Education 
Published for Membership and International Affairs, the chart on the 
opposite page is published for the information 
of the Council membership. Many institutions and organizations are interested 
in the various activities of the International Educational Exchange Service of 
the Department of State. 
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Wider Distribution of The 83rd Congress included in its appropriation for 
Exchangees Desired the Department of State a specific statement regard. 


ing the importance of wider distribution of exchangeg 
geographically and among institutions of higher education. The Department of 
State and the operating agencies have completed extensive studies of this probley, 
The Council's Commission on Education and International Affairs, meeting on March 
11, commended the International Educational Exchange Service of the Department 
of State for its report, urged its continued study of the problem, and indicated 
its desire to cooperate both with the Department of State and the operating 
agencies (Institute of International Education and the Committee on International 
Exchange of Persons of the Conference Board of Associated Research Councils) in 
bringing about better distribution. It suggests: (1) that institutions be 
certain that information about exchange opportunities be made more available to 
students and faculty; (2) that institutions cooperate in permitting faculty 
members on sabbatical leave to accept such awards; and (3) that information about 
the institution's facilities be made more generally known to students and faculty 
in foreign institutions through the Institute of International Education, 1 East 
67th Street, New York City, and the Committee on International Exchange of Person 
of the Conference Board of Associated Research Councils, 1785 Massachusetts Aven 
N.W., Washington, D.C. Since many governments finance scholars coming to the 
United States, it was suggested that this information be made known also to 
foreign governments. 


General Approval Senator Smathers' bill, S. 338, provides for: (a) an 
Given Smathers Bill exchange of undergraduate and graduate students 
between South and Central American countries and the 

United States; and (b) interchange of books, periodicals and other educational 
materials including their translation, preparation and distribution. The progra 
would be administered by a Board of Latin American Scholarships to be appointed 
by The President. The sum of $5,000,000 would be appropriated for the first year 
and thereafter such sums as may be necessary. The Commission on Education and 
International Affairs has endorsed the bill in principle and suggested the follov 
changes: (1) that provision be made also for cooperation of non-governmental 
agencies in administering the program; (2) that the present Board of Foreign 
Scholarships be designated rather than a new Board established; and (3) that 
preference to veterans be deleted. No hearings have as yet been scheduled. 


Foreign Nationals Helped The following procedure has been approved in regard 
to Attend Conferences to visas for foreign persons invited to attend con- 
ferences in the United States. Any organization or 

institution planning to invite foreign nationals to a conference may submit the 
list of such persons to the Director of the Visa Office, Department of State, 
Washington 2, D.C., as far in advance of the conference as possible. The 
Office will check the list in advance and inform the organization as to whether 
or not there is likely to be a delay in the clearance of any of the persons. 
Such action is not official, since official action cannot be taken until a visa 
application has been submitted. Many of the problems, even when such preliminary 
opinion is solicited, arise from too short a time between the application for tlt 
visa and the necessary date of departure to attend the conference. Hence in- 
vitations to foreign nationals should be sent as long as possible before the 

time of coming to the United States. 


More Exchange Funds The budget submitted to Congress by the Department 
Asked by State Dept. of State includes $22,000,000 for the program of 
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exchange of persons for the fiscal year 195 (July 1, 1955-June 30, 196). This 
is approximately $4,000,000 more than was appropriated for the current fiscal 
year. Hearings have been held by the House Appropriations Committee on the re- 
quest, and it is anticipated that the Committee report on the State Department 
appropriation will be issued by early April. 


Ss. 631, introduced by Senator Mundt, is an amendment Full Implications 
of P.L. 402 (Smith-Mundt Act to authorize exchange of of S031 Studied 


persons: students, teachers, lecturers and research 
scholars, leaders and specialists.) It would provide that: 


(1) the educational exchange service be administered separately (from the 
U.S. Information Agency) both here and abroad by the Secretary of State; 


(2) the Secretary be authorized, in addition to provisions under P.L. 402, 
"to cooperate with other nations in the development of projects of 
interest and value to the United States and the other countries in- 
volved through the diffusion of knowledge;" 


ersons 
Avenue 


(3) other categories of exchangees be authorized including specialists in 
any of the arts, sciences, trades, or professions; performing artists 
in fieldsof art, drama, music, and dance; and leaders of thought and 
opinion at the national, state, or local level. 
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authorization be given the Secretary to arrange for "necessary expenses 
for financing studies, research, instruction, and other educational 
activities of foreign nationals in selected schools and institutions 

of higher learning located outside the United States and its Territories, 
including payment for transportation, tuition, maintenance, and other 
expenses incident to scholastic activities;" 


(5) the Secretary be authorized to establish in any country with which there 
is an exchange program, an advisory commission composed of citizens 
of such country or of the United States or both; 


(6) wherever practicable, the Secretary be authorized to utilize in the 
administration of the program the services of any bilateral commission 
established under authority of any law providing similar exchange 
programs ; 


(7) meetings be convened of representatives of United States cultural and 
educational institutions and other organizations interested in cultural 
programs under this Act for the purpose of making reports on, and 
obtaining comments and suggestions with respect to such programs, 


(8) the Secretary be authorized to maintain liaison with other government 
agencies ("It shall be their duty to cooperate") and "to coordinate, 
whenever necessary or desirable, the activities of the Department of 
State or of any other government agency relating to exchange programs 
with any similar programs under international organizations of which 
the United States is a member and to participate in the carrying out 

of any planning and administering responsibilities of the United States 

for such programs, including the acceptance of funds from such inter- 

national organizations for use by this Government." 
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The bill significantly expands the present authorization of the Department 
of State in the field of exchange of peisons and requires that the exchange 
programs be administered, in the United States and in the foreign country, 
separately from the Information Service. The Commission on Education and Inter. 
national Affairs delayed definite action, wishing to study further the full im- 
plication of the bill's provisions, especially in relation to other agencies 
of the United States Government and of international organizations. 


Congressional Support for As announced in Volume IV, No. 4 of the Bulletin, 
Tax Credit Plan Grows the Tax Credit Plan supported by the Council was 


introduced in the House of Representatives on 
February 25 by Representative Donald L. Jackson (R-Calif.) as H.R. 4444. Since 
that time various other bills embodying the same general ideas but with minor 
variations have been introduced by other representatives. H.R. 4568 was intro- 
duced on March 2 by Representative Peter Frelinghuysen, Jr., (R-New Jersey), 
H.R. 4621 on March 3 by Representative Hale Boggs, (D-La.), and H.R. 5152 on 
March 22 by Representative Frank Thompson, Jr., (D-New Jersey). 


List Available of ; Twenty-nine foreign lecturers to date are avail- 
Foreign Lecturers able for appointments to colleges and univer- 
sities in the United States under the Fulbright 
Program in 1955-56. A complete list, with an explanation of the arrangements 
necessary to secure such lecturers, is enclosed with copies of this Bulletin 
addressed to college and university presidents. Others interested should secure 
information from the president of their institution or from the Committee on 
International Exchange of Persons, 2101 Constitution Avenue, Washington 25, D.C. 


House Cuts Requested The Labor, Health, Education, and Welfare Appropri 
Educational Appropriations ation Bill, HR 5046, which passed the House on 


March 21, struck out the request for funds by the 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare for a National Advisory Committee on 
Education. A request by the Office of Education for $200,000 for cooperative 
research in education was also struck out, but an increase of $150,000 over 
current appropriations was allocated to the Office's budget, with the implication 
that much of this sum would be used for research purposes. Another request by 
the Office of Education, for $200,000 to hold the National White House Conference 
on Education, was halved to $100,000. 


Committee Approves Bill Senator Olin D. Johnston of South Carolina on 
to Adjust Postal Rates behalf of himself and Senator Frank Carlson of 
Kansas introduced in the Senate on March 4 
S. 1292, a bill to readjust postal classification on educational and cultural 
material. The objectives of this legislation were explained on March 3 to the 
Committee on Relationships of Higher Education to the Federal Government by 
representatives of the Educational Testing Service, the American Library Associa- 
tion, and the American Book Publishers Council. 


The first section deals with domestic rates. The first provision of this 
section adds to the material eligible for the general rate on books and educa- 
tional films the following additional items: scholarly bibliography, sheet 
music, educational tests, and author's manuscripts. The second provision of this 
section removes the geographical limit on the library rate on books and educa- 
tional films and makes the following additional items eligible for this rate: 
scholarly bibliography, sheet music, bound academic theses and bound periodicals, 
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and other library materials, including manuscripts. 


The second section deals with international rates and is an expression of 
Congressional opinion that the United States should encourage the international 
exchange of American educational, cultural and artistic materials by adopting 
the optional reduction in international postal rates for books, newspapers, 
periodicals, music and maps authorized by the Universal Postal Convention, as 
many other leading countries of the world have done. 


The Committee on Relationships had previously approved the specific pro- 
visions dealing with postal rates for educational tests. After considering this 
new omnibus bill, the Committee went on record as favoring the provisions of the 
bill within its cognizance; i.e., those dealing directly with problems of special 
importance to higher education. 


Similar bills have subsequently been introduced in the House by Congress- 
man John E. Moss, Jr., of California (H.R. 5139) and Congresswoman Katharine St. 
George of New York (H.R. 5142). 


The Inter-American Schools Service, a nonprofit, Teacher Recruitment for 
nongovernmental agency of the American Council on Latin America Planned 
Education, acts as a clearing house of assistance and 
professional advice for more than 250 American-sponsored schools in Latin America 
on the elementary and secondary levels. One of its principal functions is to 
recruit teachers for these schools upon specific request. In an effort to 
improve the quality of teachers going to Latin America, it seems desirable to 
build up a roster of graduates from universities and colleges which offer Latin 
American background studies. 


The Council has in mind a program which would involve the setting up of a 
number of Latin American teacher recruitment committees, in order to familiarize 
students with the Inter-American Schools Service program during theix junior and 
senior years and with its possibilities for employment. While there are only 
from 80 to 100 positions to be filled annually, the work in these binational and 
bilingual schools is especially interesting and challenging, and affords ex- 
cellent opportunities for self-improvement. 


The Council would appreciate hearing from such of its institutional members 
as may be interested and willing to cooperate in a recruitment program of this 
nature. Upon receipt of a letter to this effect, addressed to William E. Dunn 
director of the Inter-American Schools Service, full details will be furnished 
as to the Inter-American Schools Service program and the procedure that has been 
tentatively planned for this particular phase of its activities. 


"Approaching Equality of Opportunity in Higher Equality of Opportunity 
Education," a report of a national conference held Publication Available 


in St. Louis on November 15 and 16, 1954 under the 

auspices of a Committee of the Council, has been published, and copies have been 
distributed to Council members. A summary of the recommendations of this con- 
ference was distributed with Volume III, No. 22 of this Bulletin. The addresses 


| and discussions cover a wide range of topics, including the motivation of students 


for higher education, possible future effects of increased selectivity in 
admissions, barriers created by inadequate facilities and lack of qualified 
teachers, and the limiting of opportunities by small family income, as well as 
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discriminatory practices relating to race, color, and religion. Copies of this 
140 page book are available from the Manager of Publications, American Council 
on Education, at $1.50 a copy. 


Fulbright Funds Now The basic source of funds for exchange of 
Being Supplemented persons under the Fulbright program is nov 


being supplemented from other government 
sources. One potentially important source is P. L. 480, the Surplus Agricultural 
Commodities Act, which authorizes the use of foreign or counterpart funds from 
the sale of agricultural surpluses abroad for various purposes. The Fulbright 
program is an authorized claimant. Funds may thus be available for continuatiog 
and extension of Fulbright awards. Agreements are now being negotiated with 
Chile and Peru. 


LATE FLASH 


House Restores Fee of $1.50 for Veterans 


If the action of the House on March 30, when it passed 

H. R. 5240, the independent offices appropriation bill, is sustained 
in the Senate, educational institutions will in the future receive 
$1.50 per month for reports on veterans enrolled under P. L. 550. 
The amount ot $1.50 was established in the original bill but was 

- subsequently cut to $1.00 by the adoption of riders on appropriation 
bills. The same rider was presented on the floor of the House on 
March 30 and was rejected by a vote of 225 to 156. The provision 
of the original law will therefore automatically go into effect 
again on July 1, 195. 


38th ANNUAL MEETING OCTOBER 6-7, 1955 
HOTEL STATLER AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION WASHINGTON, D. C, 
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